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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 3013

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By House Commttee on Educati on (originally sponsor ed by
Representatives Flannigan, Talcott, Quall, Pettigrew, O nsby, N xon
G een, Meller, Kagi, Chase, Lantz, Anderson, Morrell, Sinpson,

Hai gh, Kil nmer, Santos, Hasegawa and Kenney)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to kindergarten readiness; and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that the first-
ever state survey of student readiness for kindergarten in Washi ngton
state in 2004 revealed a significant gap in children's readi ness for
school . Teachers reported that only forty-four percent of incomng
ki ndergarten students were adequately prepared. Student preparedness
tended to be nmuch lower in classes with high rates of poverty. As the
| egi sl ature adopts policies and increases investnents to support early
learning, it is critical to be able to neasure over tinme whether
ki ndergarten readiness increases in response to these efforts. The
| egislature needs to be accurately apprised of whether children are
ready to succeed in school when they first enter kindergarten.

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction, working
with the governor's early learning efforts, shall

(a) Conduct an inventory of the kindergarten readi ness assessnents
used by school districts with incom ng kindergarten students;
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(b) Conduct an inventory of kindergarten readi ness assessnents used
in other states or recomrended by research; and

(c) Recomend to the legislature, for statew de adoption, a single
culturally appropriate and i ncl usive ki ndergarten readi ness assessnent,
for at a mninmum reading and mathematics, which may take into
consi deration benchmarks currently under devel opnent by the office of
t he superintendent of public instruction and the governor's office, and
a nmethod for statewide data collection that wll allow for data
anal ysi s and neasurenent of trends over tinme in kindergarten readiness.

(3) The office shall report its findings and recommendations to the
education commttees of the | egislature by Decenber 1, 2006.

--- END ---
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